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EDUCGATIONAL PROCESS

THE race for the UGC top job is hotting
up and the 20 shortlisted candidates are alt
known academicians who are either al-
ready holding important positions or were
doing so unti] recently. Prominent among
them are Delhi University V-C Deepak
Pental, former IGNOU V-C Rajasekhran
Pillai, IIT Kanpur director S G Dhande,
acting chairman of UGC Ved Prakash, and
former V-C of Hyderabad University S E
Hasnain. The HRD Ministry was initially
in no great hurry to appoint a full-time
chairman of UGC, considering the fact
that a new super-regulator, National Coun-
cil of Higher Education and Research, is
on the verge of being created. The Bill for
NCHER has been introduced in the Par-
liament but in light of the fate of recent ed-
ucation Bills — many of them have been
languishing for along time and facing objec-
tion from Opposition members — the min-
istry has finally decided that it would be
best to get the position filled.
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Bill on education lacks vision
| The proposed law on malpractices in higher education sidesteps .
the issue of making our universities world-class. Its norms are

P.V.INDIRESAN

VISION 2020 "

n April 19, 2010, Mr Ka-
pil Sibal, Union Minis-
ter for Human Resource

5 Development, proposed
anew Bill called ‘The Prohibition of
Unfair Practices in Technical Edu-
cational Institutions, Medical Edu-
cational Institutions and
Universities, Bill, 2010.” He got it
approved by the Cabinet a month
later on May 19. The Bill has not yet
been passed, probably due to strong
opposition from the parties con-

This is 320th in the Vision 2020
series. The previous article
appeared on December 31.

cerned. Their primary concern lies
in its statement that “current na-
tional policy supported by several
judicial pronouncements is against

commercialisation  of  higher
education”.

We will consider three of the ob-
jectives of the Bill:

prohibitien of accepting admis-
sion fee and other fees and charges
other than such fee or charges for
such admission as declared by the
institution in the prospectus for ad-
mission ;

prohibition of admission with-
out specified admission test for se-
lection of the students where such
test is required to be conducted as
per appropriate statutory authority;

prohibition of demanding or
charging or accepting, directly or
indirectly, capitation fee or demand
by donation, by way of consider-
ation for admission to any seat or
seats in course or programme of
study, by the institutions;

Further, every person who at the
time the offence was committed
was in charge of, and was respon-
sible to, the society or trust for the
conduct of the business of the socie-

PERGR T

b

If Harvard University can acce

ty orthe trust, as well as the society
or trust, shall be deemed to be guilty

of the offence and be liable to be*

proceeded against and punished ac-
cordingly.

On the other hand, “no suit or
other legal proceedings shall be in-
stituted against the Government or
officer or authority or person exer-
cising powers or discharging func-
tions under this Act for anything
which is in good faith”,

NO LOFTY INTENTIONS
Thus, the aim of the Bill is essential-
Iy negative and not positive. No-
where does it aim to make our
professional institutions world
class. When Mr. Sibal took over as
minister, he repeatedly expressed
his dismay over why no institution
inIndependent India had produced
a Nobel Prize.

Such noble objectives and con-
cerns are absent in the proposed
Bill. For a start, let us consider what

pt donations for its endowm

not in sync with systems in other centres of excellence.

changes in national policy may
make higher education internation-
ally competitive, even capable of
producing Nobel Prize winners and
the like. In that case, we should look
at how great institutions thrive
abroad. For instance, Harvard Uni-
versity has an Endowment Fund of
about Rs 100,000 crore and there
are many other similar institutions
inthe US.

They did not acquire such large
endowments without accepting do-
nations and incidentally, using
them as what we would call “cap;
itation fees”. Fundamentally, is
there anything wrong in letting in-
stitutions accepting donations -
with donors naturally getting some
returns? That is one issue.

That is, can institutions accept
donations and, as a quid pro quo,
offer to include their names on their
buildings, name professorships and
even let them have some admis-
sions in return? There may not be

ent fund, our institutions, too, can do the same.

any objection these days to the for-
mer two., (When I was Director at
IIT Madras even that was prohib-
ited!) The third, relaxing admission
criteria is more contraversial.

ADMISSION CRITERIA

Nowadays, a student may be ad-
mitted underrelaxed criteria on the
basis of caste (or soon probably
even religion) and nothing is ex-
pected inreturn from the candidate
for the concession shown. Many of
them take it as their natural due,
and do not even care to support
students from their own communi-
ty.

Suppose, instead, a person offers
asubstahtial donation that will pro-
vide scholarships to needy stu-
dents, or endows a chair at a high
salary, or supports a laboratory, or
pays for the construction of a build-

ing. .
Should or should not the institu-
tion accept such donations and

even offer admission to the donor’s
ward if found as fit as a student of
the reserved category? That is the
first issue,

The second issue pertains to the
procedure for admissions. The pro-
posed Bill lays enormous emphasis
on entrance tests. I know of a case
of the daughter of a student of mine
who got an invitation from Harvard
University, to the effect that the
university was happy to note that
she had obtained very high SAT
scores and would like her te consid-
er Harvard as a possible option for
future study. The university made it
clear that the letter was not an offer
of admission but only an expression
of interest in pursuing further the
possibility of the student getting
selected. .

Please note that Harvard did not
offer admission but hinted about
only its possibility. Thus, the SAT
score was used as a shortlisting cri-
terion and not as the criterion for
selection. In fact, the candidate is
asked to submit the names of three
teachers to whom the university
could refet for further evaluation of
the personality and other attributes
of the applicant.

In this respect, our university in-
stitutions are, to put it mildly, arro-
gant, They never ask the teachers
who know their students well what
they think of them. In the Western
system, those referee reports are
crucial. They are used to discover
what social and extracurricular ac-
tivities the applicant is good at.

The overseas university may
then ask the candidate to appear for
a personal interview. Then, based
on SAT scores, performance in the
school examinations, referee re-
ports and the evaluation by inter-
view, the candidate is selected.

It may be noted that no suggesti-
on was made in the invitation letter
about the fees the candidate would
be expected to pay. Such a compre-
hensive process for admissions is
expressly prohibited in the Bill.

(To be continued.)

(The author is a former Director, IIT,
Muadras. Responses to
indiresan@gmail.con and
bifeedback@thehindu.co.in)
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Govt nod to prosecute ™
Google, Facebook, Yahoo

SITES UNDER SCRUTINY

p Dept of infotech says sufficient material to proceed
against Google, Facebook, Yahoo and 18 other websites

B Grants sanction to proceed against accused under

Sec 153-4, 153-B and 295-A of |PC ie promoting enmity and
causing prejudice to national integration

18 Other Sites
Too Face Stiff
IPC Charges

smritiSingh | mn

Mew Delhi: The govern-
ment on Friday granted
sanction to prosecute so-
cial networking websites,
ncluding Google, Face-
boolk and Yahoo and 18 oth-
ers, for allegedly promot-
ingenmity betweenclasses
and causing prejudice to

pFive-year jail, P 17

tougher charges

b On Dec 23, court had issued

o summons to 21 sites for alleged
criminal conspiracy, sale of ohscene
books and obscene objects to young

| E persans. These offences carry max jail
| term of 3 years

b Court said it needed sanction of ¢ entral or state govt or
district magstrate to summon accused companies on

B With govt nod, the new charges carry max term of 5 yrs

national integration.

In areport giver to met-
ropolitan magistrate  Su-
desh Kumar the depart-

mentof information techn-

ology said there was suffi-
cient material to procesd
against the 21 websites and

granted sanchonunder sec.
ton 195 of the Criminal Pr-
ocedure Code to “proceecd
against the accused perso.

nsinthe complaint™ Itsaid
the prosecution was needed
for national harmony and
wasin natonal interest,
“The sanciicning au-
tharity has personally gone
through the entire records
and material produced be-
fore him andafter consider-
ing and examining the
same, h e 15 satisfied that th-
ere is sufficient material to
proceed against the accu-
sed persons under section
15%-A, 153B and 285-A of
thelPC.” the reportstated.
The court had on De-
cember 23 issued sum-
mons to 21 social networl-
ing websites for alleged
offences of criminal con-
spiracy. sale of obsoene
boolis and sale of obscene
objects to voung persons.
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NEW DELH¢

he elite Indian Institutes of

Management (IIMs) on Friday

decided to set up development
centres to be run by experts and
independent professionals to raise
funds from alumni networks and
philanthropists.

These professionals will work with
the two groups to raise funds. At the
IIM directors’ meet in Delhi, which was
also attended by human resources
development (HRD) minister Kapil
Sibal, the London Business School
(LBS) was invited to present a case

the IIMs”.

project.”

e n S S R e sk it e

study on how it raises funds.

“The older IIMs can set up centres
with an exclusive aim of fostering
relationships and raising funds and
endowments, The IIMs meet discussed
this and (they) are quite positive about
the prospect,” said a senior HRD
ministry official requesting not to be
named as “this is an internal meeting of

The above official said the newer
IIMs may opt for setting up a single
platform as they don't have an alumni
network like the older ones.
be the role model for the entire

As Mint reported on Friday, the
meeting also took into account a
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ITMs to set up centres to raise funds

“LBS could

g sy e
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.
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government committee report on the
issue which suggested that the IIMs
follow a model that identifies
prospective fund givers, solicits money
from them and keeps them informed
about how it is being used.
“Fund-rasing is a long process and
we discussed why we have not been
able to do it successfully,” IIM Raipur
director B.S. Sahay said. He said two
senior LBS officials present at the
meeting spoke about their experience.
“LBS is a contemporary B-School to
some of our older IIMs, and if they can
de it, why cannot we,” Sahay said. The
people involved here are professionals
and have experience of raising
endowments, he added.
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Aakash in turf war, govt
to bid for new version

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

HE Human Resource
T Development  Min-

istry’s showpiece $35
tablet, Aakash, iscaughtina
turf war between the Indian
Institute of Technology
(1IT)-Jodhpur and
Datawind, the private Cana-
dian firm engaged in its
manufacture.

Having intervened several
times to make the partner-
ship work, the Centre has
now decided to junk the pilot
project and bring out a com-
pletely “made in India”
Aaaksh after inviting bids
over the next one month, The
Department of Telecom will
help develop specifications

for an upgraded version.

Datawind has also been
told to stop using the name
‘Aakash’ for its own com-
mercial tablet Ubislate 7,
priced a little higher than the
$35 Aakash,

Aakash was developed
following a six-year project,
witha Rs 4,772 lakh contract
given to IIT-Jodhpur for a
“low-cost access cum com-
puting device™. The IIIT-

Jodhpur’s role was limited to
procuring and  testing
around 100,000 devices.

According to sources, the
basis of the first row was the
decision of the institute to
change the technical specifi-
cations for ‘Aakash’ well af-
ter Datawind had bagged
the contract, with the latter
agreeing to incorporate the
same within the price cap of
$35. But when Datawind
supplied the devices, the ITT
found many of these to be
unsatisfactory.

The IIT was told to de-
fine the testing protocols but
Datawind objected to the
same, calling these more
suitable to the ‘rugged’ mili-
tary tablets customised to
function in hardy weather.

The two partners also
bickered over the commer-
cial aspects of the project,
and over Datawind allegedly
claiming more than due
credit for the tablet,

While IIT-Jodhpur Direc-
tor Prof Prem Kalra refused
to comment, Suneet Singh
Tuli, CEQ, Datawind, con-
firmed the differences. “ITT-
Jodhpur has come up with a
test criterion that is based on
Milspec810 (US military
specifications for ruggedised
devices), which was not part
of the original tender...The
Ministry is acting to help fa-
cilitate matters”, Tuli said in
an emailed response, He also
played down the differences,
saying attempts were on to
resolve these amicably.
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Contractual dispute brings down Aakash

lybtsna Bhatnagar&
Kirtika Suneja
Ahmedabad/New Delhi,Jan13

AKASH, the govern-
A ment’sambitious$s0

tablet project for stu-
dents, has hit a roadblock
with the supplier of the gad-
get,London-based Datawind,
running into a dispute with
IIT Rajasthan,” the nodal
agengcy forimplementing the
project. Datawind says it
has sold out the old version
of the tablet and new orders
willbe taken only forupgrad-
edmachines.

The Aakash project, un-
veiled by human rescurce
developmentminister Kapil
Sibal in October, has beenna
non-starter owing to the
“dismal performance” of
the pilot tablets distributed
among students, according
toan analyst.

Speaking to FE, a top offi-
cial of the HRD ministry

closely associated with the
project admitted a new dis-
pute has emerged between
Datawind and IIT Ra-
jasthan, butrefusedtoelabo-
rate. Another official clari-
fied to FE that there were no
problems with themachines
already distributed. “IIT Ra-
jasthan wants the delivery

" by March 31 but Datawind

says that it will now give an
upgraded version of the in-
strument. We will see if
theseissuesarereconcilable
ornet,” hesaid.

When contacted,
Datawind CEO Suneet
Singh Tuli said: “We put a
sold-out sign on the basic
Aakash tableta month back
and indicated to the market
that version is at the end of
its life, and the next genera-
tion will be with upgraded
features” He, however, said
thiswasnotanewstand tak-
en by the company as this
product enhancement was

announcedduringthe Octo-
ber launch. “There is noin-
dication thattheproject will
beshelved,” hesaid.

Sources say that
Datawind and ministry offi-
cials willmeet on Monday to
discuss thematter,

When the idea of produc-
ing an affordable tablet for
students wasfirstmooted by
the HRD minister in July
2010, the government had in-
dicated that 100,000 tablets

would be available in the
market within two months,
Subsequent to that, when
the formal announcement
was made in Octeber last
year along with 500 proto-
types being distributedona
pilot basis, Sibal had said
that the device would be
* availableinthe market with-
in twe months. That date too
was postponed to March 31
and as things stand now, it is
unclear when Aakash

o . DATAWINDIS

. INVOLVEDINA
j DISPUTEWITHIIT -
RAJASTHAN. THE
GLITCHES ARE
BELIEVEDTOBE
CONTRACTUAL
ISSUES THAT
COULDOCCUR
IN ANY TIE-UP

Contractual dispute...

Commenting on the viability of Aakash, Jha
said: “While OLPC India fully supports the
HRD ministry's aspiration of a cheaper com-
puter for students, OLPC should be seenasa

complete offering including hardware, soft-
ware, all applications and networkingforedu-
cation. Combining all these costs, OLPC lap-
tops turn out to be cheaper than any other
computer even if it was priced at zero dollars.
Moreover, the OLPC laptops have beeh around
for four years and are in the hands of 3million
children in more than 45 countries and have
madeatransformationaldifferencein thelives

of children usingthem.”

“The question is not of device but educa-
tion,” he added. “Today, given the status of
technologies, it is not possible to create a
meaningful computer below the cost of

OLPClaptops.”

Pertinently, though the Centre has been
stonewalling OLPC'sforays, the governments
of Kerala, Manipur, Himachal Pradeshand Ut-
tarPradeshhadalreadyordered OLPClaptops
totalling more than 400,000 for introduction in
their primary and middle schools while Gu-
jarat,Rajasthan,Orissa, Haryanaand Madhya
Pradeshhaveevinced interestinprocuringthe
PCssubject tothe Centre’s contribution.

tablets will be available in
themarket.

According to a source,
Datawind had committed it
would supply 30,000 tablets
as per the old specifications
and 70,000 as per the new
specifications formalised
after the trial run.
“Datawind hasnow commu-
nicated to us its inability to
deliver these as per the
March 31 deadline,” the
ministry official revealed.
However, hehastened toadd
that the glitches now being
faced were “routinecontrac-
tual issues which can occur

inany tie-up”.
Interestingly,  though’
Aakash has been beset with

problems ever since it was
conceived, the HRD min-
istry has been keeping in
abeyance the One Laptop
Per Child (OLPC) project of
the prestigious Massachu-
setts Institute of Technolo-
gy{(MIT)that has beenavail-

able to it for the past four
years under the pretext of
creating an even cheaper
computer than OLPC's §160
triple operating system lap-
top. Aakash was developed
aspartof theministry'saim
to link 25,000 colleges and

400 universities in an e-

learning programme. Orig-
inally projected as a “$35
laptop”, the device will be
sold to the government at
$50 and will be distributed
ata government-subsidised
price of $35. A commercial
version of Aakash is cur-
rentlymarketed as UbiSlate
7+atapriceof $60.

Satish Jha, CEQ, OLPC
India, said: “I advised Mr
Sibal very clearly not to go
for anything which is not
proven or stable. Any new
product is bound to have un-
known challenges and it
would take a couple of years
tostabilise them.”
wContinuedon Page 2
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Dreams on wheels

Preeti Mehra

If 26-year-old Abhinav Das
gets lucky, the rural utility ve-
hicle he has developed will be
zooming down our hinter-
land before long. Currently
being incubated at the Na-
tional Institute of Design, Ah-
medabad, it endeavours tp be
a legal, safer and affordable
replacement to the Jugaad -
the illegal contraption being
used in rural areas at present.

Though a wee bit young,
this automobile engineer left
his joh with component com-
pany Sona Koyo to pursue his
dream of providing the coun-
try its first legal rural utility

vehicle. “Transportation is°

the biggest enabler of eco-
nomic activities and lack of it
in rural areas has resulted in
the great rural-urban divide.
Though I knew it was going to
be tough going, I wanted to
design a vehicle that would
make a difference. While 70
per cent of our population
lives in villages, our automo-
bile industry caters largely to
the urban areas.”
Abhinav fortunately has
the solid backing of his fam-
.ily. His sister Sneha has even
‘joined him in the project.
Along with friends they set up
a start up -- EVOMO Re-
search & Advancement Pvt.
Ltd. -- that has designed the
ultra low cost, off-road rural
utility vehicle (code named
RUYV) that is ready to replace
the illegal, dangerous Ju-
gaads that currently dot the
rural landscape. Abhinav re-

DESIGNS OR THE ROAD; Sketches of the RUV

calls how their research
showed that though Jugaads
are illegal, they are hot selling
items in rural areas as they
carry both freight as well as
passengers. “These contrap-
tions have also led to a'num-
ber of accidents resulting in
deaths, to the extent that in
October 2010 the High Court
of Rajasthan ordered aban on
such vehicles.”

Though Abhinav has put
together a good team of ad-
visors for EVOMO’s vehicle
project, his success hinges on
the inevitable -- funding. The

RUV run its first tests at the [
NID campus a few months.

ago and needs just around 14
months to be perfected for
the market, EVOMO’s inabil-
ity to attract venture capital
for the project is the biggest
obstacle that has to be over-
come. He, of course is most
grateful to NID's director for

noticing his work at an Auto

Expo and incubating his idea.

“Till now NID and my
friends from India and
abroad have seen us through,
but we need funding to make

it to the market,” he says.
What he feels is going against
him is that he has ‘desi’ qual-
ifications and no fancy Har-
vard-like tag.

“To get seed or venture

capital funding you need tobe
well networked, but I'm not
going to give up. I will keep
trying to convince investors.”
EVOMO’s RUV will cest less
than Rs 1.5 lakh, have a steel
and fibre glass body and givea
mileage of close to 20 kilo-

DRIVING AT SUCCESS:
Abhinav‘and Sneha
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‘Ayoung engineer is developing a unique rural utﬂity vehicle
at the National Institute of Design ‘

\
# Pussible Apphicaticns
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metres per litre. “We’ve cho-
sen a Euro II engine from
Greaves Cotton. It will be
rugged to suit the terrain it is
meant for and can be put to

* several uses -- as a basic goods

transporter, a passenger ve-
hicle, an ambulance, a dump-
ster and later could be turned
into an electric vehicle as
well,” he explains. He howev-
er admits that as of now the
RUV is not meant for amoun-
tain terrain.

Abhinav says that one of
his main aims is to provide
rural buyers vehicle property
rights and easier financing
than is currently available.
He feels the rural population
today has ahard time with the
Jugaad for if it is lifted by the
police, it is not returned as
the vehicle simply does not
have certification. Nor is or-
ganised credit available for it.

The RUV, he says, would be
manufactured in small ga-
rages in the same way as the
Jugaad. This would help cre-
ate jobs in rural areas as well
as give a legal transport op-
tion in the country side. His

inspiration for the vehicle has
come from twe international
projects ~ the Mobius in Ke-
nya and the DriveBUV from
Haiti,

Mobius Motors builds in-
expensive vehicles “by inte-
grating off-the-shelf parts
within a durable and safe tu-
bular steel frame”. It is
known for being a safe, func-

Page 6 of 8

tional and affordable form of -

transport in Africa. Drive-
BUV (the abbreviation stands
for Basic Utility Vehicle} is a
low cost vehicle put together
by the Institute for Afforda-
ble Transportation that’s
“bridging the gap between vi-
tals services and people in
need”,

Abhinav says enthusiasti-
cally, “The product we are
working on has several ad-
vantages. It has a proprietary
chassis design, can be easily
transformed from a people
carrier to goods carrier and
could perform agricultural
functions like pumping wa-
ter, carrying load ete. with the
help of a Power take off . It is
powered by a 600 cc diesel
engine, which could be
changed into a relatively
greener power train once the
technology is available *

He is as énthusiastic about
his advisory board which con-
sists of K L. Mukesh, COO of

Tata Sky, V K Sinha from IIT-

Kanpur who is now with the
KK Birla Group, Mahesh
Krovvidi: COO of the Nation-
al Design Incubation Centre,
NID Ahmedabad, Barun Mi-
tra of the Liberty Institute
and Dr. Abhishek Nirjar, Pro-
fessor, Strategic Manage-
ment and Entrepreneurship
at I[IM Lucknow.

" His team of five -- young
and enthusiastic like him -- is
mostly working gratis, “I can
hardly afford to pay them, but
they have stuck on. We are all
in it together for the love of
it,” he says with a commit-
ment rare to come by.
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E-journal row: HC
blow to AICTE

TIMES HEWS NETWD RK

Chennai: The Madras high
court has restrained the All In-
dia Council for Teclnical Edu-
cation (AICTE), the statutory
body established for the devel-
opment of technical education
in the coumtry from taking any
CoerCive action against any in-
stitution fornotsubscribingan
ejolurnal. The AICTE had re-
cently put out a hst of eqour-
nals compelhng s=lf-financing
engineering colleges to sub-
scribe to them at mandatory
rates for the academic year
az2-1a,

Justice Winod K Sharmaon
Werlnesday passed the interim
order on the writ petitions filed
b the Association of Manage-
mentof Coimbatore Anna Uni-
versity-affiliated Colleges and
the Consortiumof Self-Financ-
ing Professional Arts and Sci-
ence Colleges in Tamil Madu.

“The authorities are re-
strained from taking any coer-
cive action against the institu-
tions for not subscribing to a

particular journal detailed in
annexure 1,” the judge said.
The matter will be talken up for
further hearingin March.

Saving that the conditions
inthe new handbool: were arbi-
tary senior counse]l N R Chan-
dran submitted that AICTE
cotld not compel instinitions
to purchase ejoumals of par-
ticular publishers at pre-fixed
rates that too without consult-
g the mstitutions concerned.
Since there were about 5,500 en-
gineering colleges in the coun-
try; the annual snbscription fee
wotld bein the range of Rs 825
crore, hesaid.

The Association of han-
agement of Coimbatore Anna
Tmiversity-affiliated Colleges,
which was the first to approach
thecourt, said it was unfair for
the AICTE to insist that colleg-
s should purchase selected for-
elon ejowrnals at exorbitant
cost through a private agenoy
the petition said, adding that,
“inatitutions cannot be forced
to bear such arbitrary, exorbi-
tant and additional burden™.
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